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Music Tower
Unprocessed Cembrit Patina Original facade board creates 
a classy but chiselled look for the Music Tower studio hotel 
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Facade boards by Cembrit play a prominent role 
in the recently completed loft-style Music Tower 
studio hotel in Jätkäsaari, Helsinki, Finland. The 
objective of the architectural design was to create 
a clear-cut and timelessly stylish but materially 
strong look, which is why the unprocessed Patina 
Original facade board was chosen for the building. 
 
The studio hotel providing rooms for short-term 
and long-term accommodation also has negotiation 
and work spaces, sauna facilities and various shared 
areas. With a few exceptions, the loft-style rooms 
have five-metre ceilings and lofts. 

Music Tower is especially suited for commuters who 
change their place of residence often and other 
people in need of short-term housing solutions. The 
rooms have small kitchens. 

“The aim has been to create a stylish and timeless 
building that does not follow any passing trends. 
The facade boards by Cembrit play a very important 
role in terms of the overall look of the building, as 
almost the entire facade is covered with them,” 
says architect Petteri Piha from Arco Oy, part of 

Fact 
 
Product:  Cembrit Patina Original  
  facade board 
Building:  Music Tower 
Address:  Välimerenkatu 22, Helsinki  
Architect:  Petteri Piha 
Architect office:  Arkkitehdit Soini ja 
  Horto Oy (part of Arco Oy)  
Main contractor:  Skanska  
Completion year:  2022 
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Architects Soini & Horto Oy, who served as the head 
designer. 

According to Piha, the design of the nine-storey 
building is largely based on the town plan, which is 
very detailed in the area. There have been efforts to 
maximise the permitted building area, which is why 
the buildings are tall, 8–9 floors. 

“The aim has been to create the impression of a 
slightly lower building in the street area, which 
is why the floors above the sixth floor have been 
recessed in the plan. We wanted the building to be 
very clear-cut in other ways in the context of the 
design restrictions in the plan. The clarity of the 
facade architecture is also a good fit with hotel use, 

which has plenty of recurring systematic elements,” 
Petteri Piha says. 

According to Piha, the phrase ‘Form follows 
function’, which is often used in architecture, is 
suitable for describing the design principles of the 
studio hotel also in terms of the facade. 

“We wanted to create a clear and minimalist look 
and a sustainable and long life cycle. Cembrit facade 
boards can be used to make really tidy seams and 
stylish details. We wanted to create a timeless and 
stylish framework for hotel entrepreneurs so that 
the building also serves as a very clear background 
for the brands of operators that may change in the 
future. The clear-cut, stylish and sustainable Cembrit 
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boards we have chosen for the facade will help us 
extend the life cycle of the building,” Piha says. 

A strong architectural look through material 
The project’s head designer was originally architect 
Minna Lukander from Arkkitehtitoimisto Talli Oy 
until the entire project changed ownership. Skanska, 
which became the head contractor, also assumed 
responsibility for design management and transferred 
head design to Arco Oy. 

According to Piha, the facade boards by Cembrit were 
selected rather quickly. 

“With regard to the facade materials, we went through 
a few companies and also asked the contractors 
for their views. Cembrit had a reputation of being a 
reliable supplier, because timetables and security of 
supply are important issues. Not all companies had 
the most suitably sized boards for this project, which 
would have caused plenty of waste,” Petteri Piha says. 

According to Piha, the references were also important. 
“We had seen Cembrit’s Patina Original boards in 
the Iso Omena shopping centre expansion in Espoo 
designed by Arkkitehtitoimisto Helin & Co Oy, and we 
liked the natural facade material. The facade board 
does not look like artificial concrete but is a material of 
its own with a pleasant amount of variation, so that the 
facade becomes a stylish and streamlined entity,” Piha 
says. 

The building designer, architect Mikko Soini from 
Soini & Horto Oy, says that there are buildings with 
quite strong looks in the vicinity of Music Tower. 

“Because we wanted the building to be simple in its 
form and lines, we had to find an architectural look for 
the facade by utilising materials that were as strong as 
the neighbouring rust-coloured building, for example. 
This helped us decide that we wanted to use stone in a 
strong grey cement colour on the facade,” says Mikko 
Soini. 
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Finished details and natural colour 
Because the town plan required that the top floors 
of the building be recessed and prescribed some 
small characteristics and versatile elements for the 
building, Soini says that the materials they were 
looking for needed to create clear, broad strokes 
instead of being dainty and cute. 

“The Cembrit facade board was selected because 
it enabled us to achieve the objectives we wanted 
for the building. The boards are also easy to build 
with. I like the unprocessed P20 board, because it 
has precision and finished details, while also having 
a rough look and an organic, slightly variable colour 
that goes well with the concrete surface of the 
foundation,” Mikko Soini says. 

According to Soini, the boards were dimensioned 
using complete boards, paying attention to how the 
material could be used most efficiently. We wanted 
to create a rhythm for the facade by installing the 
boards vertically on the five floors after the entry 
level and horizontally on the three top layers, which 
are recessed. 

“There is also a small difference in the size of the 
boards, so that slightly smaller boards are used 
on the top floors. The size difference may not be 
noticeable, but it does give the layout of the boards 
a small twist. We did not want to change colours on 
the top floors, for example, ensuring that the facade 
does not look like a cake with decorations on it.” 

According to Mikko Soini, what makes Cembrit 
facade boards stand out are its versatile references 
and long-term user experience in Finland’s 
demanding climate. The fibre cement boards are not 
sensitive to fluctuations in moisture and temperature 
and also remain straight, ensuring that the facade 
stays clean and firm year after year. 

“To some degree, Cembrit boards sell themselves 
when you see them in so many places. There are 
always questions concerning the durability of many 
newer products; what will the building look like 
in ten years’ time? The good thing about Cembrit 
boards is that you can go and see ten-year-old 
buildings to determine their condition,” says Mikko 
Soini. 



Cembrit is part of one of Europe’s leading manufacturers of building materials: Cembrit Holding. The Group’s main products are fibre-cement 
based roofing materials and cladding. To bring out the best in these products a range of specially adapted fittings and supplementary equipment 
has been developed. This makes it possible to find a architectonic solution to any roofing or cladding assignment – whether the building in
question is for business, private, farming, industrial or any other purpose. The products are manufactured at technically advanced and 
professional factories and they are sold through a professional network of subsidiaries and distributors. Our expertise and personal commitment 
are integral parts of all Cembrit solutions, whether they are concerned with products, service backup or partnership.
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