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The white facade should also look great in night lighting

Fresh new school 
architecture in Estonia
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A new comprehensive school and sports hall 
in the city of Türi, located in the central part 
of Estonia along the Pärnunjoki River, form an 
elegant and functional whole. The white Cembrit 
Patina Original façade panels used in the façades, 
together with the large glass surfaces, bring 
visibility and light to the large building complex.
 
The solution for the Türi comprehensive school and 
sports centre, which was opened in August 2020, is 
based on a proposal in a design competition won by 
the architect studio KARISMA in 2017.

“The majority of our office projects have come 
through architectural competitions for years, but this 
was our first school and larger sports construction 
site. The experience we gained from this project was 
soon put to a new test when we won the Saaremaa 
Upper Secondary School architecture competition, 
which opens in the autumn,” says architect Kai Süda 
from the Tallinn architect studio KARISMA.

The competition work differed quite a bit from the 
implemented solution. The competition proposal 
was a three-story building with an atrium. However, 
due to fire safety and ministry regulations, KARISMA 
implemented the required premises programme as a 
two-storey building with an outdoor atrium.

Facts
 
Product: Cembrit Patina Original  
Building:  Türi comprehensive school  
  and sports centre
Address:  F. J.Wiedemanni 3a,  
  Türi, Viro
Architectural design:  Risto Parve, Kai Süda,  
  Heldi Jürisoo, Marju Tammik, 
  Margit Valma, Martin Kinks  
  (KARISMA architects)
Structural design: Egon Kivi, Andres Heljula  
  (E.Kivi Engineering Office) +
  Raul Aripmann, Kaupo  
  Tennokese, Tea Sööt  
  (Sirkel & Mall)
Client:  The Municipality of Türi
General contractor:  Merko Ehitus
Total area: school 4242 m2,  
  sports hall 3707 m2

Competition: 2017
Project  
implementation:  2018–2020
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In the original plan, the school and the sports hall 
were connected by an underground tunnel, but due 
to the height of the water table, the connection was 
made at ground level.

“This dramatically changed the relationship 
between the two building blocks, but ended up as 
a fascinating whole in the Türi cityscape,” says Kai 
Süda.

Construction began in 2019, according to a fairly 
tight schedule.

“The construction process for the main buildings and 
facades was very smooth and all the architectural 
solutions were built as planned. With regard to the 
interiors, there were rigorous discussions between 
the designers and the builders, as compliance with 
the regulations must not lead to the design vision 
and the quality of the solutions being compromised,” 
says Süda.

Light and positivity by architectural means
The objectives of the competition were that the new 
buildings would act as a unifying factor in a rather 
scattered built environment.

“For this reason, the buildings are placed on the 
same axis, so that they form a cohesive geometric 
whole with a sheltered small square yard area 
between them. The square, which opens out towards 
a park and Türi Church, is located further away from 
the hustle and bustle of Wiedemanni street, but,  
on the other hand, it is inviting and noticeable from 
the road.”

The school building has a triangular floor plan and 
the sports centre is rectangular. The buildings are 
connected by a straight corridor with tracks for 
running practice and which can be used as a gallery 
space. The hallway and gallery space are aligned 
with the stairs and green hills bordering the square 
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from the outside and open up towards the south, 
bringing sunlight into the interior.

The aim of the design of the school building was to 
provide users with a modern learning environment.

“The triangular floor plan of the school allowed us 
to avoid corridors and create an area in the centre 
of the triangle that brings all the activities together. 
At the same time, the views of the adjacent park 
offered by the square between the courtyard and 
the buildings enhance the interaction between the 
indoor and outdoor spaces.”

The rational sports building forms a simple 
architectural mass that includes, in addition to the 
sports hall, a full-size gym, gymnastics and weight 
training rooms, as well as the necessary service 
facilities.

“We had decided to design an entity that was 
friendly and easily approachable in its appearance 
and layout, which is full of light and positivity. Facade 
surfaces play a key role here. White surfaces can 
work whimsically in our demanding climate, so the 
high quality and durability of the facade panels were 
crucial,” says Kai Süda.

Sustainability is emphasised in the white facade 
We chose white Cembrit Patina Original facade 
panels for the location.

“The white colour design of the facades was a pretty 
bold decision. The weather in Estonia changes from 
frost to rain very often, and therefore the materials 
used are exposed to very severe freeze-thaw cycles, 
as well as humidity. The only sensible solution was to 
use durable materials from a reliable supplier with 
extensive construction experience and implemented 
references.”

Visually, the most important factor, according to the 
architect, was the finishing of the facade panels.

“Because the building is located next to a charming 
church park, the panels had to be as natural and 
warm as possible, and Cembrit’s solutions offered a 
wide range of options. Another aspect was to make 
the scale of the facade panels match the rhythm of 
the glass facades.”

There are six architects in the design team of the 
architect studio, and in this project, everyone was 
involved in choosing the best white colour and the 
right kind of surface texture for the location.
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“We ordered large-scale samples and tested them 
outdoors in sunny and cloudy weather to find the 
best facade solution.”

The main partners of the designers in the project 
were the users of the two buildings.

“Our emotional memories of Soviet-era school 
buildings led us to analyse in depth what could be 
the role of architecture in education and learning. 
Therefore, our dialogue with the school staff, and 
also with the users of the sports hall, was the basis 
for the success of this project.”

Liveliness of the panels with width variation 
Instead of large facade surfaces, with the facades 
of the school building it was wished to emphasise 
the subtle design language of the surface, which 
brings a human scale and interesting variation to 
the building. The rhythm has been achieved, among 
other things, by varying the width of the facade 
panels.

“Careful installation of the facade panels was  
very important to get the desired impression,”  
says Kai Süda.

He emphasises that the finishing of facades 
generally plays a very important role in architecture.

“A façade has a huge impact on whether the building 
in question uses matte or glossy façade material 
and in a small or large scale. The rhythm and scale of 
the façade always play a very important role in the 
whole.”

The architect studio KARISMA also considered 
the careful planning of outdoor lighting to be 
important. When beautifully lit, the building and 
its surroundings also attract more people in the 
evenings, increasing the use value of the buildings 
and their courtyard areas for the entire community.

“The feedback on the new buildings in Türi has 
been really great. The square yard between the two 
buildings has become a popular public space among 
locals, and the users of the facilities have given very 
good feedback on the functionality and architecture 
of the buildings. The project is a candidate for the 
Estonian Architecture Awards 2020.”



Cembrit is part of one of Europe’s leading manufacturers of building materials: Cembrit Holding. The Group’s main products are fibre-cement 
based roofing materials and cladding. To bring out the best in these products a range of specially adapted fittings and supplementary equipment 
has been developed. This makes it possible to find a architectonic solution to any roofing or cladding assignment – whether the building 
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