
1Case

The colours of Ojamotalo are 
both earthy and playful
Design at a human scale with Patina facade boards
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The new multifunctional building in Lohja, Finland 
brings the facilities of a comprehensive school, 
early childhood education, youth services, library 
services, home care for seniors and a sports centre 
under the same roof. The architect has introduced 
a human scale and liveliness to the building with 
Cembrit Patina Original facade boards in earthy 
colours.

“A special quality of this project was the strict limits 
on the use of the plot, since the new building had to 
be constructed on the same plot with the existing 
school, which remained in operation during the 
construction. This directed us to look for close and 
efficient solutions and masses. The site’s visibility 
in the cityscape will also change and become more 
prominent, since the new building will be seen from 
far away from the Kartonpuisto side once the old 
school has been demolished,” architect Pekka Salmi 
from P & R Arkkitehdit Oy describes the premises of 
the project.

The largest operator in the community centre will 
be the school, which will have 700 pupils from 
pre-schoolers to 9th graders. In addition to this, 
the building will include the facilities of the open 
daycare centre and a branch office of the city library, 
as well as facilities of the home care services and 
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youth services. The sports centre to be built in the 
second stage will also offer services to all residents 
of the city, in addition to the pupils.

Salmi says that the school functions have been 
the basic premise in the project design and 
dimensioning, and other functions have been 
integrated into the entity as flexibly and functionally 
as possible.

“The aesthetic goal was to include a smaller scale 
in the facade structure of the large and compact-
shaped building mass, to make the large building 
more human and approachable. Cembrit Patina 
Original boards and their colour palette are very 
suitable for reducing a large-scale entity to the 
human scale,” Pekka Salmi says.

For the wooden exterior walls, light lining boards 
felt like a natural choice, according to Salmi. In the 
school building, special attention was paid to the 

durability, fireproofing and moisture performance of 
the materials used.

“Fibre cement boards make it easy to achieve the 
desired level of fireproofing. The through-coloured 
boards do not require maintenance painting every 
10 or 15 years like wooden lining does; their 
weatherproofing and zero-maintenance also make 
them an economical facade solution for their entire 
lifecycle. The new building will replace the old 
school with indoor climate problems, so we wanted 
to minimise the risks of moisture and indoor air 
problems in all material choices and details. For 
example, the building includes long eaves and a 
ridge roof with external water removal.”

Colours bring liveliness and comfort
Salmi mentions that the Cembrit Patina Original 
facade boards come in earthy colours that are very 
suitable for a school building.
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“We have used broken red, grey and brown-hued 
tones that are pleasant and natural, not intense or 
aggressive,” Salmi says.

“The fibre cement boards are a traditional material 
that has been produced in Lohja for a long time. We 
thought it would be fitting to use materials from the 
same town in the new community centre,” Salmi says.

Mikko Rantanen from Skanska Talonrakennus Oy, 
who was in charge of the building frame of the 
project, sees Ojamotalo as a fascinating project in 
many ways.

“It’s nice that Ojamotalo is a slightly different 
site since the frame is stick-built instead of using 
modules and the building is lively and colourful. 
I’m sure the children will feel at home and going 
to school will be more pleasant. Personally, I also 
like the colour scheme of the facade, which has 
also been partially used in the indoor spaces. It’s 
great that a school building is not just pale white, 
but there are colours and liveliness in the everyday 
environment of the pupils, teachers and other users 
of the building,” Mikko Rantanen says.

According to Rantanen, colours like those of 
Ojamotalo are rare in Finnish buildings. The previous 

sites Rantanen has worked on have included an ice 
arena, another school and the Telakkaranta area in 
Helsinki. Now he has moved to yet another school 
project in Lahti, which will be very different.

“In office buildings, for example, colours are 
generally used rather rarely,” Mikko Rantanen says.

Cembrit Windstoppers also featured in the facade
Rantanen says that safety was a key starting point 
in the construction as the worksite was next to an 
operational school.

“We had to plan all work stages to allow children 
to enter the school safely. They were also able to 
move about the school area in the evening. We had a 
person appointed specifically for matters of safety.”
Even though the building frame was made of wood 
on-site, the roof was delivered as prefabricated 
elements.

“When building a school, it’s particularly important 
to protect the worksite from weather as quickly as 
possible,” Rantanen says.

Mikko Rantanen says the entire project had great 
team spirit.
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“Co-operation with the client and the other parties 
went smoothly, and we had excellent experiences 
of the worksite. For the facade, we used Cembrit’s 
comprehensive system, where there are Cembrit 
Windstopper boards behind the Cembrit Patina 
Original boards.”

Careful pre-planning ensures success 
A ventilated structure secures the facade’s moisture 
performance and healthy indoor air. The Cembrit 
Windstopper board, made of fibre cement much like 
the Cembrit facade boards, lets out any moisture in 
the structures while also protecting the structure 
from external moisture. The alkaline material also 
protects the building against mildew and pest 
insects.

“To achieve good and durable results, careful pre-
planning is key, in addition to durable materials. Juho 
Ala-Uotila from Cembrit offered us comprehensive 
instructions, and we went through the installation 

plan with the facade contractor at the worksite so 
that the contractor was able to direct their questions 
to the supplier. Some of the boards were delivered 
to the worksite pre-sawed to size and perforated. 
Cembrit also delivered the blades, screws, seals 
and other supplies needed to work on the boards,” 
Mikko Rantanen says.

The support frame of the facade is made of fireproof 
timber. An additional support frame was also 
installed into the wall up to a height of two metres. It 
protects the boarded facade against vandalism and 
footballs, for example.

“Cembrit didn’t only provide us with the materials, 
but also comprehensive service. We agreed on a 
model inspection with Juho Ala-Uotila, which was 
first carried out by the contractor. They came to the 
worksite several times to see that things were going 
as planned,” Mikko Rantanen says.
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